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Charles Darwin
published ‘On the
Origin of Species’ in
1859. Changed view of
evolution, founded
evolutionary biology.

harles

Darwin s E nglish naturalist. Most famous
for his theory of evolution by natural selection. Wrote
‘On the Origin of Species’. It sparked debates about
human origins and religious beliefs. Changed
scientific understanding of how living things develop
over time. He studied medicine at Edinburgh
University. In 1831 he joined a 5 year voyage on HMS
Beagle as the ship’s naturalist. During this trip he
observed many plants, animals, collected speciments,
made notes. Returned to England. Began developing
ideas about evolution. Worked for 20 years to gather
evidence to support his theory. Studied and wrote
about various scientific topics till death. Married his
cousin Emma Wedgwood in 1839. Had ten children.
Bornon 12.2.1809 in Shrewsbury, Shropshire, United
Kingdom. Died at 73 on 19.4.1882 due to heart
failure.
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Mirabal sisters, opponents of Rafael Trujillo,
dictator of Dominican Republic, were murdered on
25.11.1960.

Patria, Minerva and Maria Teresa Mirabal came from a rich
family in the Dominican Republic’s central Cibao region. They
and their husbands resisted the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo.
Minerva, the first woman graduate from law school in the

Dominican Republic, rejected Trujillo’s advances at a party.

She was repeatedly harassed by his forces. Trujillo’s regime was brutal. He massacred lakhs of Haitians,
cracked down harder in the wake of the Cuban Revolution in 1959. The butterflies (Mirabal sisters) helped
and lead 1959 June 14th Movement. The sisters and their husbands were arrested by the secret police.
The sisters were released. On their way to visit their husbands in jail they and their driver were killed on
25.11.1960 by Trujillo’s men. The butterflies became martyrs. Their actions and assassination played key
role in modern Dominican history. The nation finally broke free of the Trujillo regime.

Bernhard Kruger in captivity after WW Il for
forging British and US currencies in WW |IlI.
He was born on 26.11.1904.

Kruger was member of Nazi Party, Major in Nazi Party
paramilitary and leader of intelligence agency
foreign branch during World War II. He falsified
passports and documents. In Operation Bernhard he
forged 60 crore value pound notes to fund Germany.

This counterfeiting operation ended in 1944. He succeeded in forging American dollar notes. Kruger was a
murderer. After the war he was detained by the British for two years, later by the French for a year for
forging documents. Was returned to Germany in 1948. In 1950s due to lack of evidence he was acquitted by
a denazification court. Eventually he worked for a company to produce special paper for the Operation
Bernhard Forgeries. Died in 1989.

US imposed sanctions against Nicaragua on 27.11.2018 accusing
Rosario Murillo Vice Prez, w/o Prez Daniel Ortega, of human rights’
abuses

Rosario Murillo is the Vice President of Nicaragua since 10.1.2017, First Lady of
Nicaragua from 1985 to 1990 and since 2007 as the wife of President Daniel Ortega.
She is known for her New Age religious beliefs and practices. Protests against Ortega’s
govt broke out in July 2018. Murillo was targeted by US Prez Trump on 27.11.2018 2
with sanctions on her and her husband’s govt. In Aug 2021 the EU alleged her to have violated human
rights. On 20.11.2024 Ortega proposed to amend constitution to extend his term from 5 to 6 yrs and to
declare Murillo as Co-president. The National Assembly passed it in the first reading on 22.11.2024.
Second reading is scheduled in Jan 2025.
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suffragette, Astor’s political career set an important precedent. She advocated for women'’s participation

Nancy Astor, American born first elected Female MP in the British
House of Commons took her seat on 28.11.1919.

Divorcee Nancy Langhorne Shaw married hotel heir Waldolf Astor in 1906. Their
home at Cliveden became political salon in the early 20th century. Nancy began
her political career after her husband succeeded to the House of Lords. She was
elected in her husband’s former seat in 1919. Became the first woman in the
House of Commons. Held her seat until retirement in 1945. Though not a

in public life. Her political views were controversial. She initially regarded Nazism in good light. Was
antisemitic and sometimes xenophobic. Born on 19.5.1879 in Danville, Virginia, US. Died at 84 on 2.5.1964.
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